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20 Cavendish Professor Gilbert Murray, Lord Charles Montagu and
Square, Lord Lansdowne were coming to lunch at 20 Cavendish
Square and it was past one o'clock.

I found him walking up and down.   He put the
Daily Telegraph into my hands, saying:

" I would like you to read this quickly before Lans-
downe arrives."

I sat down and read the following memorable letter
addressed to the Editor and dated November 2Qth, 1917 :

" SIR,*

" We are now in the fourth year of the most dread-
ful war the world has known; a war in which, as
Sir W. Robertson has lately informed us, ' the killed
alone can be counted by the million, while the total
number of men engaged amounts to nearly twenty-
four millions/ Ministers continue to tell us that
they scan the horizon in vain for the prospect of a
lasting peace.

" But those who believe that the wanton pro-
longation of the war would be a crime, differing only
in degree from that of the criminals who provoked it,
may be excused if they, too, scan the horizon
anxiously in the hope of discovering there indications
that the outlook may after all not be so hopeless
as is supposed.

" The obstacles are indeed formidable enough.
It is pointed out with force that, while we have not
hesitated to put forward a general description of our
war aims, the enemy have, though repeatedly
challenged, refused to formulate theirs, and have
limited themselves to vague and apparently insincere
professions of readiness to negotiate with us.

" What are we fighting for ? To beat the Germans ?
Certainly. But that is not an end in itself. We
want to inflict signal defeat upon the Central Powers,
* This is a curtailed edition of Lord. Lansdowne's letter.